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Abused siblings set Conte on mission

By LARRY BIVINS
Tennessean Washington Bureau

First lady speaks at child conference

WASHINGTON — Tennessee first
lady Andrea Conte still wonders
about the fate of a 16-year-old named
Mildred and her two brothers whose
story she said yesterday was a huge
factor in her decision to become an
advocate for abused children.

As keynote speaker for the National
Children's Alliance Leadership
Conference, Conte related how the
young girl, who had a child of her
own, wept upon revealing that her
father was "on top of her every night"
at a rundown Seattle hotel at which
she shared a room with her two
brothers.

And Conte recalled the look on the
boys' faces as she helped them
prepare to move to a foster home,
several miles away from their sister.

She worked with foster children as
part of her training for a nursing
degree at the University of
Washington in Seattle.

Their faces were like little masks," the
wife of Gov. Phil Bredesen told about
200 child advocates attending the
conference. "They didn't say much on
the way out of the city, but I know
they were scared."

Andrea Conte
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